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TEXT

Biggs, A., Hagins, W. C., & Holliday, W. G. (2012). Biology Indiana. United States: Glencoe.
CLASSROOM PROCEDURE
1. Sharpen your pencil and get any needed materials.

2. Complete “Ready to Learn” Question in composition notebook.
3. Follow agenda written on the board.

4. Record homework assignment in your BHS Handbook.
5. Quietly and without talking get out your assignment to be turned in and look over the current unit materials until instructions are given.   REMEMBER THIS IS YOUR TIME TO FOCUS AND PREPARE YOUR MIND FOR LEARNING!

GRADING

· Grades will be determined based upon tests, labs, quizzes, group work, discussions, and projects.  

· It is your responsibility to be aware of your own grade.  If you have a question or concern about your grade, you must make an appointment with me after class, or before or after school, or homeroom.
· Your Biology Binder will be graded at the end of each grading period and picked up various times throughout the semester.
· You need to keep a current Table of Contents page.
SUPPLIES

· 1” or larger 3 ring binder
· Biology composition notebook
· Writing utensil (pencil and/or black or blue pen)

GRADING SCALE

	93%-100% = A
	87%-89% = B+
	77%-79% = C+
	67%-69% = D+
	0%-59% = F

	90%-92%   = A-
	83%-86% = B
	73%-76% = C
	63%-66% = D
	

	
	80%-82% = B-
	70%-72% = C-
	60%-62% = D-
	


ASSIGNMENTS

· All assignments are due at the beginning of the period.

· Write legibly.  If I cannot read it, I cannot grade it.

· Write all homework, lab reports, and question responses in proper English.
· Failure to follow these guidelines will result in a lowered grade.

MAKEUP WORK

· If you are ill or cannot attend school for any reason the day an assignment is due, you have the same number of days that are “excused” in order to make up all work.
· Homework due on the day of the absence is due the day you return or it is considered late (see the late work policy below).  Homework assigned on the day of the absence will be due the day after you return.
· YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY MAKEUP WORK!
· If you were absent, you may pick up any missing assignments in the “Missing Assignment” File before class starts.  When we have time to work in class, approach me about any missing work.
· All missing labs may be made up before or after school or during homeroom.
LATE WORK POLICY

· Any assignment that is not turned in at the beginning of the class period it is due is late.
· I will accept assignments one day late for half credit.
· I will accept late projects. Each assignment will be deducted one letter grade per day.  No credit is given after three days.
· I will NOT accept binders late!
RULES FOR STUDENTS
1. Follow all school rules.

2. Be inside Mrs. Sills’ classroom BEFORE the bell for the beginning of class STARTS to ring.

3. Come to class with your composition notebook, textbook, Biology Binder, and writing utensil everyday.
4. Cell phones and other electronic media are NOT permitted in the classroom. 
5. Be ready to learn and participate in your learning.
6. Raise your hand and wait to be called upon when asking a question.
7. Respect others by listening when they are talking.
8. Demonstrate mature, wise behavior and refrain from inappropriate behavior.

9. Follow instructions the first time they are given.

10. Participate in bell-to-bell work.

11. Keep all personal materials under your desk out of the walkway (including but not limited to small handbags, textbooks, notebooks, jackets, etc.)
12. Clean up at the conclusion of each laboratory activity.
TEACHER EXPECTATIONS

1. To be in class on time.

2. Be ready to teach and to help.

3. Be polite.

4. Have respect for you.

DISCIPLINE
Students have the right to learn and teachers have the right to teach.  Any behavior that interferes with either right will not be tolerated.  The following are inappropriate behaviors:

· verbal interruptions

· disrupting peers

· throwing objects in class

· eating and/or drinking in the classroom

· putting head down/sleeping in the classroom

· grooming in class

· failure to wear goggles in lab when instructed

· horse playing in lab

DISCIPLINE POLICY FOR RULE VIOLATION
1st Offense – Verbal warning in class

2nd Offense – Before/after school detention in my classroom
3rd Offense – Referral to assistant principal & phone call to parent/guardian

· Steps may be skipped depending upon the severity of the offense.  In addition, broken school rules will follow school consequences.
CELL PHONE/ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Any student that is caught with a cell phone or electronic device that is heard, seen out, or being used in the classroom without permission will be asked to turn it over to Mrs. Sills. Students will then be given a referral form and the cell phone/electronic device will be given to the front office. Parents may pick up said cell phone/electronic device from the office secretary.  

INTEGRITY
There is a zero tolerance for cheating policy.  You are considered to be cheating if you possess someone else’s work (ie. lab notebook, homework, laboratory, test, or quiz ) at any time, copy anyone else’s homework, look at another student’s answers, have in your possession the work from a student who previously took this course, or reveal your answer to others during a test. It is also cheating if you and your lab partner have identical answers on an assignment!
First offense - Zero on the assignment and referral
Second offense - Zero on the assignment, two days of ISS, and referral

Third offense - Zero on the assignment, loss of credit for the class, and referral
Please return to Mrs. Sills by: Monday, August 19, 2013
I have read and understand the guidelines and procedures for Mrs. Sills’ Biology I Class and have shared them with my parent/guardian.

Student’s name: _____________________________________ Period: __________

Student’s signature: __________________________________________________
Guardian/Parent’s signature: ____________________________________________
Thank you! I look forward to working with you and your child this term.
Please feel free to contact me at anytime. 
